
 

 
 

The Third Sunday of Advent 

December 12, 2021 
 

WELCOME 

to St. Andrew’s Episcopal Church 
 

a member of the Central Michigan Episcopal Covenant 

 

St. Andrew’s Episcopal Church 

Big Rapids, MI 

Seeking every day to love God 

with our whole heart, mind, and 

soul, and to love our neighbors 

as ourselves. 

 

St. Mary’s Episcopal Church 

Cadillac, MI 

We strive to live out the Great 

Commandment: To love the 

Lord with all our heart, soul, and 

mind and to love our neighbors 

as ourselves.

 

If you have a faith or are seeking one, you are always welcome here. 

If you are visiting or looking for a spiritual home, 

we’d love to get to know you. 
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THE WORD OF GOD    All stand as able. 
  

Processional Hymn              Our glad Hosannas  

               

Celebrant Blessed are you, holy and living One. 

People You come to your people and set them free. 
 

Celebrant Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all 

desires known, and from you no secrets are hid: 

Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the 

inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may 

perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy 

Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 

Song of Praise     Song of the Spirit 
  

All “Behold, I am coming soon,” says the Lord, 

“and bringing my reward with me, * 

to give to everyone according to their deeds. 

“I am the Alpha and the Omega, the first and the last, * 

the beginning and the end.” 

Blessed are those who do God’s commandments, 

that they may have the right to the tree of life, * 

and may enter the city through the gates. 

“I, Jesus, have sent my angel to you, * 

with this testimony for all the churches. 

“I am the root and the offspring of David, * 

I am the bright morning star.” 

THE HOLY EUCHARIST: ENRICHING OUR WORSHIP 
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“Come!” say the Spirit and the Bride; * 

“Come!” let each hearer reply! 

Come forward, you who are thirsty, * 

let those who desire take the water of life as a gift. 

 

The Collect of the Day 
 

Celebrant God be with you. 

People And also with you. 

Celebrant Let us pray. 
 

Stir up your power, O Lord, and with great might come among 

us; and, because we are sorely hindered by our sins, let your 

bountiful grace and mercy speedily help and deliver us; through 

Jesus Christ our Lord, to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, be 

honor and glory, now and for ever. Amen. 

 

The Lessons      All sit as able. 
 

First Reading  Zephaniah 3:14-20 

 

Reader A reading from the book of Zephaniah. 
  

Sing aloud, O daughter Zion; shout, O Israel! Rejoice and exult 

with all your heart, O daughter Jerusalem! The Lord has taken 

away the judgments against you, he has turned away your 

enemies. The king of Israel, the Lord, is in your midst; you shall 

fear disaster no more. On that day it shall be said to Jerusalem: 

Do not fear, O Zion; do not let your hands grow weak. The Lord, 

your God, is in your midst, a warrior who gives victory; he will 

rejoice over you with gladness, he will renew you in his love; 
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he will exult over you with loud singing as on a day of festival. 

I will remove disaster from you, so that you will not bear 

reproach for it. I will deal with all your oppressors at that time. 

And I will save the lame and gather the outcast, and I will 

change their shame into praise and renown in all the earth. 

At that time I will bring you home, at the time when I gather 

you; for I will make you renowned and praised among all the 

peoples of the earth, when I restore your fortunes before your 

eyes, says the Lord. 

 

Reader Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people. 

People Thanks be to God. 
 

The Psalm    Canticle 9 – Isaiah 12:2-6 
 

Surely, it is God who saves me; * 

I will trust in him and not be afraid. 

For the Lord is my stronghold and my sure defense, * 

and he will be my Savior. 

Therefore you shall draw water with rejoicing * 

from the springs of salvation. 

And on that day you shall say, * 

Give thanks to the Lord and call upon his Name; 

Make his deeds known among the peoples; * 

see that they remember that his Name is exalted. 

Sing the praises of the Lord, for he has done great things, * 

and this is known in all the world. 

Cry aloud, inhabitants of Zion, ring out your joy, * 

for the great one in the midst of you is the Holy One of 

Israel. 
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Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: * 

as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. 

Amen. 

 

Second Reading   Philippians 4:4-7 

 

Reader       A Reading from the letter of Paul to the Philippians.. 
 

Rejoice in the Lord always; again I will say, Rejoice. Let your 

gentleness be known to everyone. The Lord is near. Do not 

worry about anything, but in everything by prayer and 

supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be made 

known to God. And the peace of God, which surpasses all 

understanding, will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ 

Jesus. 

 

Reader Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people. 

People Thanks be to God. 
 

All stand as able. 
 

Gospel Hymn   O little town of Bethlehem 

 

The Holy Gospel    Luke 3:7-18 

 

Celebrant The Holy Gospel of Our Lord Jesus Christ 

according to Luke. 

People Glory to you, Lord Christ. 
 

John said to the crowds that came out to be baptized by him, 

"You brood of vipers! Who warned you to flee from the wrath to 
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come? Bear fruits worthy of repentance. Do not begin to say to 

yourselves, 'We have Abraham as our ancestor'; for I tell you, 

God is able from these stones to raise up children to Abraham. 

Even now the ax is lying at the root of the trees; every tree 

therefore that does not bear good fruit is cut down and thrown 

into the fire." And the crowds asked him, "What then should we 

do?" In reply he said to them, "Whoever has two coats must 

share with anyone who has none; and whoever has food must 

do likewise." Even tax collectors came to be baptized, and they 

asked him, "Teacher, what should we do?" He said to them, 

"Collect no more than the amount prescribed for you." Soldiers 

also asked him, "And we, what should we do?" He said to them, 

"Do not extort money from anyone by threats or false accusation, 

and be satisfied with your wages." As the people were filled 

with expectation, and all were questioning in their hearts 

concerning John, whether he might be the Messiah, John 

answered all of them by saying, "I baptize you with water; but 

one who is more powerful than I is coming; I am not worthy to 

untie the thong of his sandals. He will baptize you with the Holy 

Spirit and fire. His winnowing fork is in his hand, to clear his 

threshing floor and to gather the wheat into his granary; but the 

chaff he will burn with unquenchable fire." So, with many other 

exhortations, he proclaimed the good news to the people. 
 

Celebrant The Gospel of the Lord  

People Praise to you, Lord Christ.  

 

Homily     The Rev. Radha Kaminski 
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The Nicene Creed      All stand as able. 
 

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, 

    maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God,  

    eternally begotten of the Father, 

    God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God,  

    begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father. 

    Through him all things were made. 

    For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven, 

    was incarnate of the Holy Spirit  and the Virgin Mary  

        and became truly human. 

    For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 

        he suffered death and was buried. 

        On the third day he rose again 

            in accordance with the Scriptures; 

        he ascended into heaven 

            and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

    He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 

        and his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 

    who proceeds from the Father, 

    who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, 

    who has spoken through the prophets. 

    We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 

    We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 

    We look for the resurrection of the dead, 

        and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

 

The people kneel or stand as able. 
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The Prayers of the People   
 

Intercessor Rejoice in the Lord always; again I will say, rejoice. 

Surely, it is God who saves us; therefore, we 

joyfully pray to the Lord, “God our salvation: 

thank you.” 
  

 Though hindered by our sins and in need of your 

bountiful grace and mercy, you never leave us. 

You are ever in our midst. Renew your Church in 

love.   
 

We pray for Michael, our Presiding Bishop; Prince, 

our Bishop Provisional-elect, the Standing 

Committees of Eastern and Western Michigan; 

Anne, our Canon Missioner; Radha, our Rector; 

our Central Michigan Episcopal Covenant; 
 

St. John’s, Sand Point – Doug, Senior Warden 

St. Paul the Apostle, Greenville – Helen, Senior 

Warden 

We pray for all those in our diocese discerning calls 

to ministry, both lay and ordained. In particular, 

we pray for those in our dioceses preparing for the 

Sacred Order of Priests, including Alicia, Joe, 

Natalie, Alex, Derek, Catherine, Rebecca, Matt, 

Dell, Joanna, Kurt, and Anne Marie. We pray also 

for those in our dioceses preparing for the Sacred 

Order of Deacons, including: Joy, Trish, Mark, Jim, 

Michelle, and Linda. We remember with gratitude 

the retired clergy of the diocese. Silence 
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  God our salvation; 

People Thank you. 

Intercessor Make your deeds known among the people, O 

God. Save the lame; gather the outcast. May the 

exiles know home and all people know your peace.   
 

 We pray for Joe, our president; Gretchen our 

govenor; Fred, our mayor. Silence 
 

  God our salvation; 

People Thank you. 
 

Intercessor May your springs of salvation renew the earth. 

Heal our planet and restore in us a sense of 

responsibility and gratitude.  

Silence 
 

  God our salvation; 

People Thank you. 
 

Intercessor Merciful God, in this month of great excess and 

consumerism, call the financial and business 

communities to act justly and generously. Grant 

that those without coats be clothed and those 

without food be fed. Silence 
 

  God our salvation; 

People Thank you. 
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Intercessor O God, you have done great things. With thankful 

hearts we pray to you for those burdened by 

shame, grief, or weakness. Be for them a 

stronghold and a sure defense.   
 

We pray for those in the St. Andrew’s circle of 

prayer:  Richard, Eileen, Ryan, Jim, Wahl & Rees 

Family, Beth, Bob & Beth, Pauline, Torry, Tom & 

Family, Sharon, Ann, Carley; 
 

For those in the St. Mary’s circle of prayer:  Keith, 

Mike, George, Barb, Jim, Barbaranne, Lori, Deliah, 

Renee, Linda, Val, Lee, Leah, Ben & Shea; 
 

For our family and friends in the armed forces and 

who are first responders:   Richard, Corey, Matt, 

Teylor, Tony, Kim, Drew, Eli, Jon, Richard, Tony; 

And for all those we name at this time. Silence 
  

  God our salvation; 

People Thank you. 
 

Intercessor God our salvation, gather us, with all those who 

have died, into your sacred heart. Grant us to sing 

your praises for all eternity.  
 

  God our salvation; 

People Thank you. 
 

Celebrant All these things we have spoken, and those which 

we name in the silence of our hearts, we pray in the 

name of Jesus Christ our Lord who with you and 

the Holy Spirit are one God, forever and ever. 

Amen. 
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The Confession of Sin 
 

Celebrant Let us confess our sins to God 

Silence may be kept. 
 

All God of all mercy, 

we confess that we have sinned against you, 

opposing your will in our lives. 

We have denied your goodness in each other, 

in ourselves, and in the world you have created. 

We repent of the evil that enslaves us, 

the evil we have done, 

and the evil done on our behalf. 

Forgive, restore, and strengthen us 

through our Savior Jesus Christ, 

that we may abide in your love 

and serve only your will. Amen.  
 

Celebrant Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all 

your sins through the grace of Jesus Christ, 

strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power 

of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life. Amen. 

 

The Peace       All stand as able. 
 

Celebrant The peace of Christ be always with you. 

People And also with you 
 

The People greet one another in the name of the Lord; in this season we 

encourage a bow, wave or other appropriate gesture. 
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The Celebration of Special Days and Announcements 

 

THE HOLY COMMUNION 
 

Offertory 
 

Celebrant O Lord our God, you are worthy to receive glory 

and honor and power; because you have created all 

things, and by your will they were created and 

have their being.   Revelation 4:11 

 

A stationary offertory plate may be found at the back of the sanctuary. 

 

The Great Thanksgiving   Eucharistic Prayer 2  

 

All stand as able. 
 

Celebrant The Lord be with you. 

People And also with you. 

Celebrant Lift up your hearts. 

People We lift them to the Lord. 

Celebrant Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

People It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 

Celebrant We praise you and we bless you, holy and gracious 

God, source of life abundant. From before time you made 

ready the creation. Your Spirit moved over the deep and 

brought all things into being: sun, moon, and stars; earth, 

winds, and waters; and every living thing. You made us 

in your image, and taught us to walk in your ways.  
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But we rebelled against you, and wandered far away; and 

yet, as a mother cares for her children, you would not 

forget us. Time and again you called us to live in the 

fullness of your love. 

And so this day we join with Saints and Angels in the 

chorus of praise that rings through eternity, lifting our 

voices to magnify you as we say: 
 

All Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, 

Heaven and earth are full of your glory. 

        Hosanna in the highest. 

Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord. 

        Hosanna in the highest. 
 

The people stand or kneel as able. 
 

Celebrant Glory and honor and praise to you, holy and living 

God. To deliver us from the power of sin and death and to 

reveal the riches of your grace, you looked with favor 

upon Mary, your willing servant, that she might conceive 

and bear a son, Jesus the holy child of God. Living among 

us, Jesus loved us. He broke bread with outcasts and 

sinners, healed the sick, and proclaimed good news to the 

poor. He yearned to draw all the world to himself yet we 

were heedless of his call to walk in love. Then, the time 

came for him to complete upon the cross the sacrifice of 

his life, and to be glorified by you. 
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On the night before he died for us, Jesus was at table with 

his friends. He took bread, gave thanks to you, broke it, 

and gave it to them, and said: “Take, eat: This is my Body, 

which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of 

me.”  

As supper was ending, Jesus took the cup of wine. Again, 

he gave thanks to you, gave it to them, and said: “Drink 

this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, 

which is poured out for you and for all for the forgiveness 

of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the 

remembrance of me.” 

Now gathered at your table, O God of all creation, and 

remembering Christ, crucified and risen, who was and is 

and is to come, we offer to you our gifts of bread and 

wine, and ourselves, a living sacrifice. 

Pour out your Spirit upon these gifts that they may be the 

Body and Blood of Christ. Breathe your Spirit over the 

whole earth and make us your new creation, the Body of 

Christ given for the world you have made.  

In the fullness of time bring us, with all your saints, from 

every tribe and language and people and nation, to feast 

at the banquet prepared from the foundation of the world.  

Through Christ and with Christ and in Christ, in the unity 

of the Holy Spirit, to you be honor, glory, and praise, for 

ever and ever. AMEN. 
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And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say: 

 

All  Our Father, who art in heaven, 

    hallowed be thy Name, thy kingdom come, 

    thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread. 

And forgive us our trespasses, 

    as we forgive those who trespass against us. 

And lead us not into temptation, 

    but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 

    and the power, and the glory, 

    for ever and ever. Amen. 

 

The Breaking of the Bread 
 

The Celebrant breaks the consecrated Bread. A period of silence is kept. 
 

Celebrant We break this bread to share in the Body of Christ. 

People We who are many are one body,  

for we all share in the one bread. 

 

The Invitation 
 

Celebrant The Gifts of God for the People of God.  

Take them in remembrance that Christ died for 

you, and feed on him in your hearts by faith, with 

thanksgiving. 

 

All are welcome at God’s table. 
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Please come to the bottom of the steps to receive communion. 

Return to your seat by the side aisle. If you do not wish to 

receive communion, please cross your arms over your chest. If 

you would like a gluten-free wafer, ask the priest for one when 

you come up. 

 

Communion Hymn    Comfort, Comfort 

 

Postcommunion Prayer    All stand or kneel as able. 
 

Celebrant Let us pray. 

All Loving God, we give you thanks for restoring us 

in your image and nourishing us with spiritual 

food in the Sacrament of Christ’s Body and 

Blood. Now send us forth a people, forgiven, 

healed, renewed; that we may proclaim your love 

to the world and continue in the risen life of 

Christ our Savior. Amen. 

 

The Blessing      All stand as able. 
 

Celebrant May the Sun of Righteousness shine upon you and 

scatter the darkness from before your path; and the 

blessing of God Almighty, the Father, the Son, and 

the Holy Spirit, be among you, and remain with 

you always. Amen. 

 

Recessional Hymn   The King shall come  
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The Dismissal 
 

Celebrant Let us go forth in the name of Christ. 

People Thanks be to God.  

 

Today’s altar flowers were given this morning by Bob & Anne Stanton 

to the glory of God and in Thanksgiving for our children and 

grandchildren.  
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The Episcopal Diocese of Western Michigan 

1815 Hall St SE #200, Grand Rapids, MI 49506  

(616) 319-2006 | www.edwm.org 

 

The Rev. Canon Anne Hallmark 

Canon Missioner for the Northern Region 

ahallmark@edwm.org

 

Central Michigan Episcopal Covenant 

 

Member Churches: 

St. Andrew’s Episcopal Church 

St. Mary’s Episcopal Church 
 

www.cmecovenant.org 

 

The Rev. Radhajyoti  

(Radha) Kaminski 

Rector 

rector.cmec@gmail.com 

(352) 727-8927 

 

Tara Lee 

Covenant Administrator 

 

Dawn Paulin 

Treasurer 

Leadership Council 

Nancy Foster –  

Facilitator, 2024 

Mark Lauzon, 2024 

Isabel Kempton, 2023 

Jim Pals, 2023 

Jim Hunt, 2022 

Anne Stanton, 2022 

 

 

 



St. Andrew’s 

Episcopal Church 

323 S. State St. 

Big Rapids, MI 49307 

standrewsbr@gmail.com 

(231) 598-9032 
 

www.standrewsbr.com 
 

The Rev. Robert Garrels 

Director of Music 

boogiebob40@hotmail.com 
 

St. Andrew’s Vestry 

Coleen Dice, 2024 

Betty Stolarek –  

Junior Warden, 2024 

Beth Hamelund, 2023 

Chris Lisuzzo, 2023 

Isabel Kempton –  

Senior Warden, 2022 

Dianne Lauzon, 2022 

 

Bob Stanton, Treasurer 

robstant@netonecom.net 

St. Mary’s 

Episcopal Church 

815 Lincoln St. 

Cadillac, MI 49601 

stmaryscadillac@gmail.com 

(231) 775-9641 
 

www.stmaryscadillac.org 
 

St. Mary’s Vestry 

Ross Maxwell –  

Senior Warden, 2024 

Jim Williams –  

Junior Warden, 2023 

Linda Mochmar, 2023 

Jim Hunt, 2022 

Karen Peters, 2022 

 

Dawn Paulin, Treasurer 

stmarycadtreas@gmail.com 

 

 

 

 

 

In case of an emergency need for pastoral care call: 

Mtr. Radha Kaminski 352-727-8927 
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