
 
 

to St. Andrew’s Episcopal Church 

a member of the Central Michigan Episcopal Covenant 

 

Christmas Eve 

December 24, 2025 

 
 

St. Mary’s Episcopal Church 

Cadillac, MI 

We strive to live out the Great 

Commandment: To love the Lord with all 

our heart, soul, and mind and to love our 

neighbors as ourselves. 

St. Andrew’s Episcopal Church 

Big Rapids, MI 

Seeking every day to love God 

with our whole heart, mind, and soul, and 

to love our neighbors as ourselves. 

 

If you have - or are seeking one, you are always welcome here. 

If you are visiting or looking for a spiritual home, we’d love to get to know you. 
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THE WORD OF GOD             BCP, p. 355 
   

Processional Hymn  All stand as able.                      Hymnal, #83v1-3, 6 
 

Celebrant Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 

People And blessed be his kingdom, now and for ever. Amen. 

 

Lighting the Advent Wreath   Lighting the Way Advent Devotional 

As the candles are lit, all say 

All  A candle is a lovely thing to light for Him today. 

A brave new candle straight and tall to make the darkness light. 

  So fine was He, so tall and straight that all the world was lit,  

A pathway widening out ahead, as he walked into it. 

  Candles burning in the night, are symbols of the one 

Who shed a glow of radiant light until His work was done. 

Four candles now are shining bright in loveliness and cheer,  

To help us all remember that Christ’s Birthday now is near. 

  This white candle is for Jesus who was born on Christmas Day 

To show God’s love for all mankind and guide us in His way. 

 

Song of Praise        Hymnal #96 

 

The Collect of the Day      

Celebrant The Lord be with you. 

People And also with you 

Celebrant Let us pray. 

O God, you make us glad by the yearly festival of the birth of your only 

Son Jesus Christ: Grant that we, who joyfully receive him as our 

Redeemer, may with sure confidence behold him when he comes to be 

our Judge; who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, 

now and for ever. Amen. 

 

THE HOLY EUCHARIST: RITE II 
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The Lessons  All sit as able.  
 

First Reading                                                 Isaiah 9:2-7 

Reader A reading from the book of the prophet Isaiah. 

The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light; those who lived in a 

land of deep darkness-- on them light has shined. You have multiplied the nation, 

you have increased its joy; they rejoice before you as with joy at the harvest, as 

people exult when dividing plunder. For the yoke of their burden, and the bar across 

their shoulders, the rod of their oppressor, you have broken as on the day of Midian. 

For all the boots of the tramping warriors and all the garments rolled in blood shall 

be burned as fuel for the fire. For a child has been born for us, a son given to us; 

authority rests upon his shoulders; and he is named Wonderful Counselor, Mighty 

God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. His authority shall grow continually, and 

there shall be endless peace for the throne of David and his kingdom. He will 

establish and uphold it with justice and with righteousness from this time onward 

and forevermore. The zeal of the Lord of hosts will do this. 

Reader The Word of the Lord. 

People Thanks be to God. 
 

The Psalm                          Psalm 96 

1  Sing to the Lord a new song; sing to the Lord, all the whole earth. 

2  Sing to the Lord and bless his Name;  

proclaim the good news of his salvation from day to day. 

3  Declare his glory among the nations and his wonders among all peoples. 

4  For great is the Lord and greatly to be praised;  

he is more to be feared than all gods. 

5  As for all the gods of the nations, they are but idols;  

but it is the Lord who made the heavens. 

6  Oh, the majesty and magnificence of his presence!  

Oh, the power and the splendor of his sanctuary! 

7  Ascribe to the Lord, you families of the peoples;  

ascribe to the Lord honor and power. 

8  Ascribe to the Lord the honor due his Name;  

bring offerings and come into his courts. 
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9  Worship the Lord in the beauty of holiness;  

let the whole earth tremble before him. 

10 Tell it out among the nations: "The Lord is King!  

he has made the world so firm that it cannot be moved; 

he will judge the peoples with equity." 

11  Let the heavens rejoice, and let the earth be glad; let the sea thunder  

and all that is in it; let the field be joyful and all that is therein. 

12  Then shall all the trees of the wood shout for joy 

before the Lord when he comes, when he comes to judge the earth. 

13  He will judge the world with righteousness and the peoples with his truth. 

 

Second Reading                         Titus 2:11-14 

Reader A reading from the letter of Paul to Titus. 

For the grace of God has appeared, bringing salvation to all, training us to renounce 

impiety and worldly passions, and in the present age to live lives that are self-

controlled, upright, and godly, while we wait for the blessed hope and the 

manifestation of the glory of our great God and Savior, Jesus Christ. He it is who 

gave himself for us that he might redeem us from all iniquity and purify for himself a 

people of his own who are zealous for good deeds. 

Reader The Word of the Lord.    

People Thanks be to God. 

 

Gospel Hymn All stand as able.               Hymnal, #87 

 

The Holy Gospel                Luke 2:1-14(15-20) 

Celebrant       Holy Gospel of Our Lord Jesus Christ according to Luke.  

People Glory to you, Lord Christ. 
 

In those days a decree went out from Emperor Augustus that all the world should be 

registered. This was the first registration and was taken while Quirinius was 

governor of Syria. All went to their own towns to be registered. Joseph also went 

from the town of Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to the city of David called Bethlehem, 

because he was descended from the house and family of David. He went to be 

registered with Mary, to whom he was engaged and who was expecting a child. 
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While they were there, the time came for her to deliver her child. And she gave birth 

to her firstborn son and wrapped him in bands of cloth, and laid him in a manger, 

because there was no place for them in the inn. 

In that region there were shepherds living in the fields, keeping watch over their 

flock by night. Then an angel of the Lord stood before them, and the glory of the 

Lord shone around them, and they were terrified. But the angel said to them, "Do not 

be afraid; for see-- I am bringing you good news of great joy for all the people: to you 

is born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is the Messiah, the Lord. This will 

be a sign for you: you will find a child wrapped in bands of cloth and lying in a 

manger." And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host, 

praising God and saying, "Glory to God in the highest heaven, and on earth peace 

among those whom he favors!" When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, 

the shepherds said to one another, "Let us go now to Bethlehem and see this thing 

that has taken place, which the Lord has made known to us." So they went with haste 

and found Mary and Joseph, and the child lying in the manger. When they saw this, 

they made known what had been told them about this child; and all who heard it 

were amazed at what the shepherds told them. But Mary treasured all these words 

and pondered them in her heart. The shepherds returned, glorifying and praising 

God for all they had heard and seen, as it had been told them. 
 

Celebrant The Gospel of the Lord  

People Praise to you, Lord Christ.  

 

Nativity Pageant Any one of any age who wishes to participate is invited to come 

forward! Instructions will be given as we go! 

 

Homily            Mtr. Radha Michel-Trapaga 

 

The Nicene Creed  Said in unison, all standing as able. 

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all 

that is, seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God,  

eternally begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from 

true God, begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father.  
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Through him all things were made. For us and for our salvation he came down 

from heaven: by the power of the Holy Spirit he became incarnate from the Virgin 

Mary, and was made man. For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he 

suffered death and was buried. On the third day he rose again in accordance with 

the Scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the 

Father. He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his 

kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the 

Father and the Son. With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. He 

has spoken through the Prophets.  

We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. We acknowledge one 

baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection of the dead, and 

the life of the world to come. Amen. 

 

The Prayers of the People       Hear Our Prayer 

In the silence after each bidding, you are invited to add your prayers, silently or aloud. 

Intercessor All things have been clothed in grace by the incarnation of our Lord 

Jesus Christ; all the earth has been enlightened in this dawning. 

Trusting in His light and grace, let us pray for all people in need and 

for all the world saying, “Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer.” 
 

For the churches, which united they may be faithful in witness to your 

Son come among us. We pray for Sean, our Presiding Bishop; Anne our 

Assisting Bishop; Radha, our Rector; our Central Michigan Episcopal 

Covenant; the Bishop Search & Transition Committees. We pray for all 

those in our diocese discerning calls to ministry, both lay and ordained. 

In particular, we pray for those in our dioceses preparing for the Sacred 

Order of Priests, including Abraham, Laurie, Kathryn, Stephanie, Thon, 

Jess, Julianne, Cathy, Theresa, Janet.  

We pray also for those in our dioceses preparing for the Sacred Order 

of Deacons, including: Jennifer, Chris, Laura, Deb, Paige. We remember 

with gratitude the retired clergy of the diocese.  Silence      

Lord in your mercy, 

People Hear our prayer. 
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Intercessor For the leaders of nations, that they may turn from ways of fear and 

warfare to the ways of your wisdom and grace. Silence  

Lord in your mercy,  

People Hear our prayer. 
 

Intercessor We pray for those in positions of authority in our country and in the 

world, especially Donald, our president; Gretchen our governor; Fred, 

our mayor.   Silence     Lord in your mercy, 

People Hear our prayer.  
 

Intercessor For the poor of the earth, for victims of violence and tyranny, that their 

suffering be ended, and that they may come to know joy.  Silence 

 Lord in your mercy,  

People Hear our prayer. 

 

Intercessor For all families, that they may be renewed in joy, receive the word of 

mercy into their hearts, and become places of hospitality to the 

stranger.  Silence    Lord in your mercy,  

People Hear our prayer. 
 

Intercessor For this congregation, that we may be renewed by the light and grace of 

your incarnate word.  Silence    Lord in your mercy,  

People Hear our prayer. 
 

Intercessor  We pray for those in the St. Andrew’s circle of prayer: Len & Roxanne, 

Marty & Rachel, Doug, William, Marga & Barbara, Kris, Kathy, 

Merrelyn, Denita, Mary, Chuck, Jim; For those in the St. Mary’s circle of 

prayer: J.P., Lacey & Zoe, Gail & Family, Jenny, Greg & Karen, Lee, Dr. 

Art, Bunce, Tiyi, Demetrius, Noreen, Keith & Sherry.  

For our family and friends in the armed forces and who are first 

responders: Wesley, Owen, Richard, Corey, Matt, Teylor, Tony, Kim, 

Drew, Jon, Sabastian, Noah, Henry, Jess, Javyd (Jay-vid), Alex; And for 

all those we name at this time. Silence    Lord in your mercy, 

People Hear our prayer.  
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Intercessor For those who have died that their efforts continue to inspire our action 

and that they may rest in your care until that day when all shall rise 

again in you new Creation.  Silence   Lord in your mercy, 

People Hear our prayer.  
 

Celebrant Rejoicing in the company of Mary, mother of the Lord, and of all the 

witnesses of the incarnation, we commend these prayers and all our life 

to you, O God, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

The Confession of Sin Said in unison, kneeling as able.          

Celebrant Let us confess our sins to God.    Silence may be kept. 

All God of all mercy, we confess that we have sinned against you, 

opposing your will in our lives. We have denied your goodness in 

each other, in ourselves, and in the world you have created. 

We repent of the evil that enslaves us, the evil we have done, 

and the evil done on our behalf. Forgive, restore, and strengthen us 

through our Savior Jesus Christ, that we may abide in your love 

and serve only your will. Amen. 

Celebrant  Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through 

our Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power 

of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life. Amen. 

 

The Peace All stand as able. 

Celebrant  The peace of the Lord be always with you.  

People  And also with you.      The people greet each other in the name of the Lord. 

 

THE HOLY COMMUNION 

 

The Offertory The celebrant says the offertory sentence. 
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While the offertory plates are brought to the altar, all sing: 
 

The Doxology 

 
 
The Great Thanksgiving             Eucharistic Prayer B, BCP p. 367 
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The celebrant offers our thanks to God for the grace and mercy made available to us in Christ, 

and in response all sing: 

The Sanctus         Hymnal, #S-125 

 
 
The people stand or kneel as able while the celebrant gives thanks to God for the reconciling 

work of Christ’s passion and resurrection and prays over the bread and wine. Then says: 
 

Celebrant Therefore, according to his command, O Father, 

All  We remember his death, 

We proclaim his resurrection, 

We await his coming in glory; 
 

The celebrant concludes with a prayer for the coming of God’s reign. The people respond 
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Celebrant And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say, 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, thy kingdom come, thy will 

be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive 

us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into 

temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and 

the glory, for ever and ever. Amen. 

 

The Breaking of the Bread  

The Celebrant breaks the consecrated Bread. A period of silence is kept. Then all sing: 

The Fraction         Hymnal, #S-154 
 

  
 

The Invitation  The celebrant says the invitation. 

 

All are welcome at God’s table. 
 

Please come forward and kneel or stand at the altar rail to receive communion. Return to your 

pew by the side aisle. If you need communion brought to you, let an usher know. 
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Communion Hymn               Hymnal, #101 & #109 

 

Prayer after Communion  All stand or kneel as able. 

Celebrant Let us pray. 

All Eternal God, heavenly Father, you have graciously accepted us as 

living members of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ, and you have 

fed us with spiritual food in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood. 

Send us now into the world in peace, and grant us strength and 

courage to love and serve you with gladness and singleness of heart; 

through Christ our Lord. Amen. 
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Candle Lighting            Hymnal, #111 

Lights are dimmed as the candle flame is passed from person to person. 

 

The Blessing   All stand as able while the celebrant blesses the people. 

Celebrant May Almighty God, who sent his Son to take our nature upon him, 

bless you in this holy season, scatter the darkness of sin, and brighten 

your heart with the light of his holiness. Amen.  

May God, who sent his angels to proclaim the glad news of the Savior’s 

birth, fill you with joy, and make you heralds of the Gospel. Amen.  

May God, who in the Word made flesh joined heaven to earth and 

earth to heaven, give you his peace and favor. Amen.  

And the blessing of God Almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy 

Spirit, be upon you and remain with you for ever. Amen. 

 

Recessional Hymn      Hymnal, #100  

           

The Dismissal 

Celebrant Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. 

People  Thanks be to God. 
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The Altar Flowers and poinsettias are given to the Glory of God and: 

 

In memory of Don Dice and thanksgiving for family – Coleen Dice 

Thanksgiving for loved ones past and present – Chris Lisuzzo 

In memory of loved ones – Arnold and Isabel Kempton 

In memory of Art Gingrich – Margaret, Lexi, Maggie, AJ, Ollie 

In memory of Y.O. & Margaret Morris- Gingrich Family 

In memory of Our parents: John and Janeth Stanton, Thomas and Anne Borton – Bob & 

Anne Stanton  

In Memory of William, Juanita, William, Bobbie, & Amanda, and in Thanksgiving for every 

person who offered support during this last year – Mtr. Radha Michel-Trapaga  

For the unconditional love of Doug and Lil Farnham and Carolyn and Raymond Westgate – 

Kim & Kevin Westgate 

In memory of Marge and Ed Gabert, Ivan and Doreen Estes and in Thanksgiving for Martin 

Gabert and Rachel Carerri – Jodi and Doug Gabert 

In memory of Jack & Helen Eckhout- Barb and Diane Wesp 
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In case of an emergency need for pastoral care call: Mtr. Radha Michel-Trapaga, 352-727-8927 


