The Twenty-Third Sunday after Pentecost
October 31, 2021
WELCOME
to St. Andrew’s Episcopal Church
a member of the Central Michigan Episcopal Covenant
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Big Rapids, MI

Cadillac, MI

Seeking every day to love God

We strive to live out the Great

with our whole heart, mind, and

Commandment: To love the

soul, and to love our neighbors

Lord with all our heart, soul, and

as ourselves.

mind and to love our neighbors
as ourselves.

If you have a faith or are seeking one, you are always welcome here.
If you are visiting or looking for a spiritual home,
we’d love to get to know you.

MORNING PRAYER, RITE II
Opening Hymn

Hymnal 1982, #524

Opening Sentence
Officiant

Holy God, you give your people a desire to know and
to worship you: bless all who gather here in your
name, that they may find a welcome and lift their hearts
and voices in praise of you, who makes us a
new creation in Jesus Christ, through whom we pray.
Amen

Confession of Sin
Officiant

Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor.

All kneel as able. Silence may be kept.
All

Most merciful God, we confess that we have sinned
against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we
have done, and by what we have left undone. We have
not loved you with our whole heart; we have not
loved our neighbors as ourselves. We are truly sorry
and we humbly repent. For the sake of your Son Jesus
Christ, have mercy on us and forgive us; that we may
delight in your will, and walk in your ways, to the
glory of your Name. Amen.

Officiant

Almighty God have mercy on us, forgive us all our sins
through our Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen us in all
goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep us
in eternal life. Amen.

The Invitatory and Psalter

All stand as able.

Alleluia. The Lord is glorious in his saints:
Come let us adore him. Alleluia.
Jubilate
All

Psalm 100

Be joyful in the Lord, all you lands;
serve the Lord with gladness and come before his
presence with a song.
Know this: The Lord himself is God;
he himself has made us, and we are his; we are his
people and the sheep of his pasture.
Enter his gates with thanksgiving; go into his courts
with praise;
give thanks to him and call upon his Name.
For the Lord is good; his mercy is everlasting;
and his faithfulness endures from age to age.

The Psalm
1

Psalm 146

Hallelujah!
Praise the Lord, O my soul! *
I will praise the Lord as long as I live;
I will sing praises to my God while I have my being.

2

Put not your trust in rulers, nor in any child of earth, *
for there is no help in them.

3

When they breathe their last, they return to earth, *
and in that day their thoughts perish.

3

4

Happy are they who have the God of Jacob for their help!
*whose hope is in the Lord their God;
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Who made heaven and earth, the seas, and all that is in
them; *
who keeps his promise for ever;
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Who gives justice to those who are oppressed, *
and food to those who hunger.
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The Lord sets the prisoners free;
the Lord opens the eyes of the blind; *
the Lord lifts up those who are bowed down;
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The Lord loves the righteous;
the Lord cares for the stranger; *
he sustains the orphan and widow,
but frustrates the way of the wicked.

9

The Lord shall reign for ever, *
your God, O Zion, throughout all generations.
Hallelujah!

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: *
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever.
Amen.
The Lessons

All sit as able.

First Reading
Reader

Ruth 1:1-18

A reading from the book of Ruth.

In the days when the judges ruled, there was a famine in the
land, and a certain man of Bethlehem in Judah went to live in the
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country of Moab, he and his wife and two sons. The name of the
man was Elimelech and the name of his wife Naomi, and the
names of his two sons were Mahlon and Chilion; they were
Ephrathites from Bethlehem in Judah. They went into the
country of Moab and remained there. But Elimelech, the
husband of Naomi, died, and she was left with her two sons.
These took Moabite wives; the name of the one was Orpah and
the name of the other Ruth. When they had lived there about ten
years, both Mahlon and Chilion also died, so that the woman
was left without her two sons and her husband.
Then she started to return with her daughters-in-law from the
country of Moab, for she had heard in the country of Moab that
the Lord had considered his people and given them food. So she
set out from the place where she had been living, she and her
two daughters-in-law, and they went on their way to go back to
the land of Judah. But Naomi said to her two daughters-in-law,
"Go back each of you to your mother's house. May the Lord deal
kindly with you, as you have dealt with the dead and with me.
The Lord grant that you may find security, each of you in the
house of your husband." Then she kissed them, and they wept
aloud. They said to her, "No, we will return with you to your
people." But Naomi said, "Turn back, my daughters, why will
you go with me? Do I still have sons in my womb that they may
become your husbands? Turn back, my daughters, go your way,
for I am too old to have a husband. Even if I thought there was
hope for me, even if I should have a husband tonight and bear
sons, would you then wait until they were grown? Would you
then refrain from marrying? No, my daughters, it has been far
more bitter for me than for you, because the hand of
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the Lord has turned against me." Then they wept aloud again.
Orpah kissed her mother-in-law, but Ruth clung to her.
So she said, "See, your sister-in-law has gone back to her people
and to her gods; return after your sister-in-law.” But Ruth said,
“Do not press me to leave you or to turn back from following
you! Where you go, I will go; Where you lodge, I will lodge;
your people shall be my people, and your God my God. Where
you die, I will die— there will I be buried. May the Lord do thus
and so to me, and more as well, if even death parts me from
you!” When Naomi saw that she was determined to go with her,
she said no more to her.
Reader

The word of the Lord.

People

Thanks be to God.

First Canticle

O Gracious Light Phos Hilaron

O gracious Light, pure brightness of the ever living Father in
heaven, O Jesus Christ, holy and blessed! Now as we come to
the setting of the sun, and our eyes behold the vesper light, we
sing your praises, O God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. You are
worthy at all times to be praised by happy voices, O Son of
God, O Giver of life, and to be glorified through all the
worlds. Amen
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Second Reading
Reader

Hebrews 9:11-14
A reading from the book of Hebrews.

When Christ came as a high priest of the good things that have
come, then through the greater and perfect tent (not made with
hands, that is, not of this creation), he entered once for all into
the Holy Place, not with the blood of goats and calves, but with
his own blood, thus obtaining eternal redemption. For if the
blood of goats and bulls, with the sprinkling of the ashes of a
heifer, sanctifies those who have been defiled so that their flesh
is purified, how much more will the blood of Christ, who
through the eternal Spirit offered himself without blemish to
God, purify our conscience from dead works to worship the
living God!
Reader

The word of the Lord.

People

Thanks be to God.

Second Canticle

From the Celtic Daily Prayer, Book 1

Christ, as a light illumine and guide me.
Christ, as a shield overshadow me.
Christ under me; Christ over me;
Christ beside me on my left and my right.
This day be within and without me,
lowly and meek, yet all-powerful.
Be in the heart of each to whom I speak;
in the mouth of each who speaks unto me.
This day be within and without me,
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lowly and meek, yet all-powerful.
Christ as a light;
Christ as a shield;
Christ beside me
on my left and my right.
Third Reading
Reader

Mark 12:28-34

A reading from the Gospel of Mark.

One of the scribes came near and heard the Saducees disputing
with one another, and seeing that Jesus answered them well, he
asked him, “Which commandment is the first of all?” Jesus
answered, “The first is, ‘Hear, O Israel: the Lord our God, the
Lord is one; you shall love the Lord your God with all your
heart, and with all your soul, and with all your mind, and with
all your strength.’ The second is this, ‘You shall love your
neighbor as yourself.’ There is no other commandment greater
than these.” Then the scribe said to him, “You are right, Teacher;
you have truly said that ‘he is one, and besides him there is no
other’; and ‘to love him with all the heart, and with all the
understanding, and with all the strength,’ and ‘to love one’s
neighbor as oneself,’ —this is much more important than all
whole burnt offerings and sacrifices.” When Jesus saw that he
answered wisely, he said to him, “You are not far from the
kingdom of God.” After that no one dared to ask him any
question.
Reader

The word of the Lord.

People

Thanks be to God.
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Third Canticle

The Third Song of Isaiah

Arise, shine, for your light has come,
and the glory of the Lord has dawned upon you.
For behold, darkness covers the land;
deep gloom enshrouds the peoples.
But over you the Lord will rise,
and his glory will appear upon you.
Nations Will stream to your light,
and kings to the brightness of your dawning.
Your gates will always be open;
by day or night they will never be shut.
They will call you, The City of the Lord,
The Zion of the Holy One of Israel.
Violence will no more be heard in your land,
ruin or destruction within your borders.
You will call your walls, Salvation,
and all your portals, Praise.
The sun will no more be your light by day;
by night you will not need the brightness of the moon.
The Lord will be your everlasting light,
and your God will be your glory.
Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit:
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen.
Reflection

The reflection may be a time of silence, a homily,
or reading of a devotional text, story, or poem.
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The Apostles’ Creed

Said by all, standing as able.

I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth;
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.
He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit
and born of the Virgin Mary.
He suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried.
He descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again.
He ascended into heaven,
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.
The Prayers
The people stand or kneel as able.
Officiant

The Lord be with you.

People

And also with you.

Officiant

Let us pray.
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Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy Name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen.
Suffrages B
Officiant

Save your people, Lord, and bless your inheritance;

People

Govern and uphold them, now and always.

Officiant

Day by day we bless you;

People

We praise your Name for ever.

Officiant

Lord, keep us from all sin today;

People

Have mercy on us, Lord, have mercy.

Officiant

Lord, show us your love and mercy;

People

For we put our trust in you.

Officiant

In you, Lord, is our hope;

People

And we shall never hope in vain.
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The Collect of the Day
Officiant

Almighty and merciful God, it is only by your gift
that your faithful people offer you true and
laudable service: Grant that we may run without
stumbling to obtain your heavenly promises;
through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now
and forever. Amen.

Prayer for All Hallows’ Eve
Almighty and ever living God, you have made all things in your
wisdom and established the boundaries of life and death: Grant
that we may obey your voice in this world, and in the world to
come may enjoy that rest and peace which you have appointed
for your people; through Jesus Christ who is Resurrection and
Life, and who lives and reigns for ever and ever. Amen.
For the Environment
God of justice, we pray for the earth, your creation entrusted to
our care: For the animals and birds, the mountains and oceans,
and all parts of your creation that have no voice of their own.
Stir up in us a thirst for justice that protects the earth and all its
resources, that we may leave to our children’s children the
legacy of beauty and abundance that you have given us. God of
justice, hear our prayers for the earth. Amen
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Hymn at the Prayer

Bulletin Insert
He Leadeth Me: Oh, Blessed Thought

The Prayers of the People
Intercessor

Form IV

Let us pray for the Church and for the world.
Grant, Almighty God, that all who confess your
Name may be united in your truth, live together in
your love, and reveal your glory in the world.
We pray for Michael, our Presiding Bishop; the
Standing Committees of Eastern and Western
Michigan; Anne, our Canon Missioner; Radha, our
Rector; our Central Michigan Episcopal Covenant;
The Bishop Whittemore Foundation
St. Gregory’s, Muskegon – Lily Marx, Rector
We pray for all those in our diocese discerning calls
to ministry, both lay and ordained. In particular,
we pray for those in our dioceses preparing for the
Sacred Order of Priests, including Alicia, Joe,
Natalie, Alex, Derek, Catherine, Rebecca, Matt,
Dell, Joanna, Kurt, and Anne Marie. We pray also
for those in our dioceses preparing for the Sacred
Order of Deacons, including: Joy, Trish, Mark, Jim,
Michelle, and Linda. We remember with gratitude
the retired clergy of the diocese. Silence

Intercessor

Lord, in your mercy

People

Hear our prayer.
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Intercessor

Guide the people of this land, and of all the
nations, in the ways of justice and peace, that we
may honor one another and serve the common
good.
We pray for Joe, our president; Gretchen our
govenor; Tom, our mayor. Silence

Intercessor

Lord, in your mercy

People

Hear our prayer.

Intercessor

Give us all a reverence for the earth as your own
creation, that we may use its resources rightly in
the service of others and to your honor and glory.
Silence

Intercessor

Lord, in your mercy

People

Hear our prayer.

Intercessor

Bless all whose lives are closely linked with ours,
and grant that we may serve Christ in them, and
love one another as he loves us. Silence

Intercessor

Lord, in your mercy

People

Hear our prayer.

Intercessor

Comfort and heal all those who suffer in body,
mind, or spirit; give them courage and hope in
their troubles, and bring them the joy of your
salvation.
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We pray for those in the St. Andrew’s circle of
prayer: Beth, Doug, Marty & Rachel, Patsy,
Michelle, Richard, Eileen, Ryan;
For those in the St. Mary’s circle of prayer:
Erika, Pat, Lois, Tom, Mike, John, Erika, Penney,
Keith, Mike, George, Barb, Jim, Lori, Deliah,
Barbaranne, Renee, Linda;
For our family and friends in the armed forces and
who are first responders: Richard, Corey, Matt,
Teylor, Tony, Kim, Drew, Eli, Jon, Richard, Tony;
And for all those we name at this time. Silence
Intercessor

Lord, in your mercy

People

Hear our prayer.

Intercessor

We commend to your mercy all who have died,
that your will for them may be fulfilled; and we
pray that we may share with all your saints in your
eternal kingdom. Silence

Intercessor

Lord, in your mercy

People

Hear our prayer.

Officiant

Hear our prayers, Holy God. Breathe your Spirit
over us and all the earth, that barriers would
crumble and divisions cease. Make us more fully
your co-healers of the broken world. Unite us with
all people in bonds of love, that the whole earth
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and all its peoples may be at peace; through Jesus
Christ our Lord. Amen.
Lord Christ, your saints have been the lights of the
world in every generation: Grant that we who
follow in their footsteps may be made worthy to
enter with them into that heavenly country where
you live and reign for ever and ever. Amen.
The General Thanksgiving
All

Almighty God, Father of all mercies, we your

unworthy servants give you humble thanks for all your
goodness and loving-kindness to us and to all whom you have
made. We bless you for our creation, preservation, and all the
blessings of this life; but above all for your immeasurable love
in the redemption of the world by our Lord Jesus Christ; for
the means of grace, and for the hope of glory. And, we pray,
give us such an awareness of your mercies, that with truly
thankful hearts we may show forth your praise, not only with
our lips, but in our lives, by giving up our selves to your
service, and by walking before you in holiness and
righteousness all our days; through Jesus Christ our Lord, to
whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, be honor and glory
throughout all ages. Amen.
The Celebration of Special Days and Announcements
For a Birthday

BCP, 830, #50

For an Anniversary

BCP, 431, first prayer
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Closing Hymn

Hymnal 1982, #688

Dismissal and Concluding Sentence
Officiant

Let us bless the Lord

People

Thanks be to God.

Officiant

May the peace of the Lord Christ go with you,
wherever He may send you.
May He guide you through the wilderness,
protect you through the storm.
May He bring you home rejoicing
at the wonders He has shown you.
May He bring you home rejoicing
once again into our doors.

Today’s altar flowers were given this morning by NanPeete to the
Glory of God.
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About All Hallows’ Eve
Celebrate All Hallows’ Eve with Mtr. Radha and her husband,
Matthew tonight at 6 pm on Facebook live!
All Hallows’ Eve is the evening of Oct. 31, which precedes the
church's celebration of All Saints' Day on Nov. 1. The BOS
provides a form for a service on All Hallows' Eve. This service
begins with the Prayer for Light, and it includes two or more
readings from scripture. The options for the readings include the
Witch of Endor (1 Sm 28:3-25), the Vision of Eliphaz the
Temanite (Jb 4:12-21), the Valley of Dry Bones (Ez37;1-14), and
the War in Heaven (Rv 12:[1-6]7-12). The readings are followed
by a psalm, canticle, or hymn, and a prayer. The BOS notes that
“suitable festivities and entertainments” may precede or follow
the service, and there may be a visit to a cemetery or burial
place.
The popular name for this festival is Halloween. It was the eve of
Samhain, a pagan Celtic celebration of the beginning of winter
and the first day of the new year. This time of the ingathering of
the harvest and the approach of winter apparently provided a
reminder of human mortality. It was a time when the souls of
the dead were said to return to their homes. Bonfires were set on
hilltops to frighten away evil spirits. Samhain was a popular
festival at the time when the British Isles were converted to
Christianity. The church “adopted” this time of celebration for
Christian use by observing All Saints' Day on Nov. 1, and All
Hallows' Eve on the evening of Oct. 31.
From An Episcopal Dictionary of the Church
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The Episcopal Diocese of Western Michigan
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(616) 319-2006 | www.edwm.org
The Rev. Canon Anne Hallmark
Canon Missioner for the Northern Region
ahallmark@edwm.org
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In case of an emergency need for pastoral care call:
Mtr. Radha Kaminski 352-727-8927

or Diane Wilson 231-846-1518 or Jerry Hoekwater 231-775-5580.
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